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MESSAGE FROM 
THE BOARD CHAIR
Dear Wi ldsight Invermere fr iends,

In the words of 19th-century phi losopher Arthur Schopenhauer,  "Truth
passes through three stages: f i rst ,  i t  is  r id iculed; second, i t  is  v iolent ly
opposed; and third,  i t  is  accepted as sel f-evident."  This insightful  statement
appeared in our May 1998 EKES (Wi ldsight)  newsletter.

As we navigate these complex and chal lenging t imes, i t  is  crucial  to ref lect
on the value of  t ruth.  Now more than ever,  i t  is  evident that our planet
requires our care and attent ion. Here in our cher ished corner of  Br i t ish
Columbia,  Wi ldsight,  a long with i ts s ix branches, including ours,  cont inues to
channel  our col lect ive passion into act ion. Interest ingly,  as we ref lect on our
ear ly years,  we real ize that the issues we faced then are str ik ingly s imi lar  to
the ones we face today: protect ing old-growth forests,  safeguarding
grasslands and wet lands, and f inding ways to save our planet through
indiv idual  act ions.

At t imes, progress may seem slow, l ike the pace of a snai l .  But rest assured,
our ef forts make a di f ference. With over 400 branch members,  our col lect ive
voice is powerful .  Through 33 years of  working together,  we have
demonstrated that our local  act ions contr ibute to posit ive change, ensur ing
the survival  of  our precious wi lderness and wi ldl i fe for generat ions to come.
In 2022, despite the chal lenges posed by the pandemic, our dedicated staff
and Board of Directors furthered the local  conversat ion on cl imate act ion
and community resi l ience. Guided by the pr inciple of  nature-based solut ions,

I 've emphasized the ongoing importance of protect ing our world-class
Columbia Wetlands, preserving our rapidly vanishing old-growth forests,  and
support ing the vulnerable Toby Canyon goat herd. Each new day br ings a
renewed commitment to acknowledging and respect ing the shared,
tradit ional ,  and unceded terr i tory of  the Ktunaxa and Secwepemc peoples,  in
which we l ive and work.

We extend our heart fe l t  grat i tude to those who bolster our ef forts through
volunteer ing or donat ions. We also express our appreciat ion for the ongoing
support  of  our Wi ld & Scenic Fi lm Fest ival  sponsors,  whose bel ief  in our
vis ion and f inancial  contr ibut ions make a s igni f icant impact.  You are truly
awesome!

In that same 1998 newsletter,  there is yet another quote that offers valuable
guidance for the present.  In the award-winning book "Seeing the Forest
Among the Trees," BC forest ecologist  Herb Hammond eloquent ly stated,
"We do not sustain the forest;  the forest sustains us." This profound
message resonates deeply and reminds us of  the interconnectedness
between nature and ourselves.

Forever for the wi ld!

Steph LaCoppola 
Execut ive Director,  Wi ldsight Invermere
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P R O G R A M
O V E R V I E W

Wild Connect ions, our core program area,
cont inues to f lour ish and expand as we
navigate the chal lenges presented by the
ever-changing landscape of environmental
stewardship.  In 2022, we have witnessed
remarkable growth and resi l ience, overcoming
the adversi t ies that stemmed from a global
pandemic and the escalat ing impacts of
cl imate change-induced extreme weather
events and disasters.  These tr ia ls have
exerted immense pressure on the fragi le
alpine and subalpine areas, forests,
grasslands, and wet lands we str ive to
protect.

Despite these obstacles,  our organizat ion has
not only endured but thr ived. We have
witnessed a surge in community engagement
and support  as indiv iduals recognize the
urgency of our mission. Through our publ ic
educat ion in i t iat ives,  hands-on events,  and
transformative workshops, we have fostered a
better understanding of environmental  issues,
ignit ing a col lect ive desire to effect posit ive
change.

As we recover f rom the chal lenges of the past
year,  our resolve has been strengthened. We
are committed to guiding ci t izens toward a
deeper connect ion with nature and inspir ing
them to lead l ives that pr ior i t ize mutual
reciprocity with the environment.  Our efforts
have not gone unnot iced, as the growth of
Wi ldsight Invermere has posit ioned us as a
leading force in the realm of local  non-
governmental  organizat ions, fu l f i l l ing a v i ta l
community service that remains unaddressed
by any other.

With each passing day, we emerge more
resi l ient,  fort i f ied by the support  and
dedicat ion of our members and the wider
community.  Together,  we forge a path toward
a sustainable future,  conf ident in our abi l i ty
to overcome obstacles and make a last ing
impact on the preservat ion of our precious
ecosystems.
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WILD CONNECTIONS
I N S P I R E ,  E D U C A T E ,  E N G A G E



9th  Annua l  Wi ld  &  Scen ic  F i lm Fest iva l  

Thank you to everyone for support ing our annual  fund
rais ing event!  Through t icket sales,  a s i lent auct ion
and  sponsorships,  we raised $16,147. Over 500
people attened for an evening of nine f i lms. 

BC R ivers  Day

In partnership with Lake Windermere Ambassadors
and Liv ing Lakes Canada, 25 enthusiast ic paddlers
f loated from Invermere to Radium on September 21 in
this annual  celebrat ion of our waterways.

Vanash ing  B ig  Horns  

ust l ike "Requiem for a Glacier,"  the transformative
power of  art  can ignite act ion and raise awareness.
The Vanishing BigHorn Sheep exhibit  shed l ight on the
alarming decl ine of  big horn sheep on our roadways. In
the area of Radium Hot Spr ings, there is a concerning
issue of vehicle-caused casualt ies involv ing sheep.
The col l is ion incidents between cars and sheep have
been a s igni f icant cause for a larm. These unfortunate
accidents not only result  in the loss of  valuable
wi ldl i fe but a lso pose r isks to human safety.
Col laborat ing with Wi ldsight Golden, we successful ly
brought this impactful  exhibi t ion to Pynelogs,
captur ing the attent ion of our community.

E-B ike  Raf f le  

A successful  combinat ion of promoting emissions-free
transportat ion al ternat ives for a healthy l i festy le and a
fund raiser of  $9000

I .  COMMUNITY

Support  and bui ld an environmental ly resi l ient,  healthy,  and
educated community
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COMMUNITY, CONSERVATION, CLIMATE
S T R A T E G I C  F O C U S  T H E M E S



I I .   CONSERVATION
Protect and conserve our local  natural  environment and species to ensure
that thr iv ing resi l ient ecosystems endure into the future
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COMMUNITY, CONSERVATION, CLIMATE
S T R A T E G I C  F O C U S  T H E M E S

Old  Growth  Commit tee  

In response to the concerns voiced by community members about the state of  our forests
and logging in old growth areas, a committee was establ ished in 2022. This committee
provided a platform for community members to express their  concerns.  I t  conducted
monthly meet ings and organized old growth walks to further deepen understanding of the
issues at hand. The aim was to foster dia logue, gather insights,  and col lect ively work
towards addressing the chal lenges faced by our forests and promoting their  sustainable
management.

Lake  En id  Restorat ion

Lake Enid Restorat ion - To cont inue our conservat ion efforts we are partner ing with
Recreat ion Sites and Parks BC to construct fencing to protect an impacted sect ion of the
park.  Due to technical  issues this wi l l  cont inue into 2023.

Wi lmer  Wet lands

Continuing on witb the pervous years s ign instal l  maintenance in 2022, we partnered with
the East Kootenay Invasive Species Counci l  to conduct maintenance and col laborat ive
weed-pul l ing in i t iat ives.  Our focus was on managing invasive species to preserve the
wetlands' biodiversi ty and natural  balance.
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COMMUNITY, CONSERVATION, CLIMATE
S T R A T E G I C  F O C U S  T H E M E S

I I I .   CL IMATE

Raise awareness and engagement on cl imate change act ions,
informed by current science and based on best pract ices.  

F i re  &  Ice  

Fire and Ice was our hal lmark program of 2022 to
explore how cl imate change impacts the landscape, as
wel l  as i ts human and animal inhabitants.  Our goal
was to demonstrate the importance of taking act ion to
protect the wi ld spaces and species of  our region.

Requiem for  A  G lac ier   

Requiem for a Glacier is a sound performance and
video instal lat ion that played on the big screen of the
CVCentre for 4 days last  June. Created by Victor ia
art ist  Paul  Walde, i t  memorial izes the Jumbo Val ley
and i ts surrounding glaciers in this era of  c l imate
change. Whi le the actual  f i lming on Farnham Glacier
took place in 2019, (with the help of  lots of  local
volunteer and wi ldsight members) ,  i t  had never been
shown  in Invermere before.  

A  F i re  Walk  

An excursion into our forests,  known as A Fire Walk,
offered an opportunity to witness f i rsthand the
unfolding real i ty of  wi ldf i res.  This immersive
exper ience provided valuable insights into the current
state of  our forests and the impact of  wi ldf i res.  By
ventur ing into these landscapes, part ic ipants gain a
deeper understanding of the ecological  changes
caused by wi ldf i res and the measures being taken to
mit igate their  ef fects.

EV  Show

During our thi rd annual  e lectr ic vehicle show, a
diverse range of EVs took the spot l ight,  including the
impressive showcase of Wi ldsight's own innovat ion,
Spark—the Electr ic Vehicle Car Share.  This special
feature provided attendees with the unique
opportunity to get acquainted with Spark and learn
more about i ts benef i ts and funct ional i t ies.  



T R Y  I T  O U T  A T  G O S P A R K . C A

Wildsight Invermere off ic ia l ly  launched
the f i rst  e lectr ic vehicle share program in
rural  Canada in 2020. Having an EV share
in the Columbia Val ley al lows residents
and vis i tors al ike to try out an EV and
have al l  of  their  usage and maintenance
quest ions answered before leaping to
purchase – an enormous advantage given
that an EV represents a ser ious
investment for many. For both indiv iduals
and businesses, i t  is  an opportunity to
dr ive emissions-free and contr ibute to a
carbon-free future.
 

Spark cont inues to add new members
every month and is up to 120 members
now. We also cont inue to promote the
use of Spark to local  businesses and
both Alpenglow Bakery and the Outdoor
Learning Store have seen the benef i t .

In the past year,  Spark successful ly
prevented 19,142 kg of carbon emissions
and achieved fuel  savings of $11,722 for
registerd members.  
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SPARK
R U R A L  C A N A D A ' S  F I R S T  E L E C T R I C  V E H I C L E  S H A R E
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W I L D S I G H T  I N V E R M E R E
M E M B E R S  A R E  T H E  B A C K B O N E
O F  T H E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .

Wildsight Invermere members are the
backbone of the organisat ion, f rom the
engaged volunteer Board of Directors,  to al l
those who support  the work,  read the
newsletter,  attend events and speak out on
issues. 

Our members care about the natural  wor ld and
want a resi l ient,  healthy environment into the
future.  We thank you for inspir ing us and
support ing us with your t ime, energy, and
donat ions!

OUR MEMBERS
E N G A G E D ,  P A S S I O N A T E  A N D  S U P P O R T I V E
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OUR TEAM

BOARD CHAIR
B A I B A  M O R R O W

VICE PRESIDENT
C A M  G I L L I E S

SECRETARY |
EDUCATOR

J E S S I E  C A Z A

DIRECTOR
T A O Y A  S C H A E F E R

DIRECTOR
T R A C Y  F L Y N N

BRANCH MANAGER
K A R E N  B A R K L E Y

CLIMATE CHANGE
RESILIENCE COORDINATOR

K A T  G R A V E S

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  &  S T A F F
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TREASURER
B E N  T R E G I D G O

PROGRAM COORDINATOR
L I A N N A  F U R G E S O N
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E X P E N S E S R E V E N U E

FINANCIALS
P L E A S E  V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  F O R  C O M P L E T E  F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T S

$85,418$79,512



P R O G R A M  F U N D E R S
BC Gaming 
BC Hydro
Columbia Basin Trust
Distr ict  of  Invermere
The Resi l ience Inst i tute  
Government of  Canada
Regional  Distr ict  of  East Kootenay
Kootenay Savings 
Fraser Basin Counci l  

C O L L A B O R A T O R S
ColumbiaYEA
Groundswel l  Network
Ktunaxa Nat ion
Lake Windermere Ambassadors 
Wi ldSafe BC
Wildsight Regional
Wings Over the Rockies
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WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR 
FUNDERS & SUPPORTERS

8 T H  A N N U A L  W I L D  &  S C E N I C  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  S P O N S O R S

I N - K I N D  F E S T I V A L  D O N O R S
Canada Non Prof i t  Outdoor Learning Store,  Columbia River Paddle,
Columbia Cycle & Ski ,  Crazy Soles,  Copper Point Resort ,  ,  Denise Lemaster,
Eagle Ranch, East Kootenay Mountain Guides, Edibles Farm Cafe &
Cater ing, John & Lisa Niddr ie,  Nipika Mountain Resort ,  Pepe's Pizza,
Paintbox Lodge, Pat Bavin,  Radium Brewing, Rocky Mountain Books, Rocky
Mountain Honey, Rocky River Gr i l l ,  Stat ion Pub, Stolen Church Cafe,  Talus
Lodge, Tayton Bay Spir i ts,  TEAetc,  The Mountain Range, Thin Gruel  Press,
Val ley Zipl ine Adventures,  Wi ld Mountain Chocolate

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  W H O  S U P P O R T E D
W I L D S I G H T  I N V E R M E R E  I N  2 0 2 2 ,  E S P E C I A L L Y  T H O S E  W H O
H A V E  T A K E N  T H E  N E X T  S T E P  A N D  D O N A T E  M O N T H L Y .  

Columbia Val ley Sign Art ists
Far Out Gear Rentals

A D D I T I O N A L  T H A N K S

V I S I O N A R Y  S P O N S O R S Cleanline Automotive, Columbia Valley Law,
Columbia Basin Trust, Eagle Eye Tours,
thinkBright Homes

C A T A L Y S T  S P O N S O R S Collective Carpentry, Invermere Optometry,
Kootenay Mountain Culture Magazine 

L E A D E R  S P O N S O R S

Copper City Dental, Basecamp Innovations, Copper
City Physical Therapy, Diana Lake Lodge, Juniper
Heights Healing, Dr Mike Baker ND, Kicking Horse
Coffee, The Brick Invermere, Palliser Printing,
Winderberry 


