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The bank swallow population in Canada

has declined by 98% over a 40 year
period. Reasons for this significant
decline are not well understood, but are
thought to be cumulative, including loss
of breeding and foraging habitat,
collision with vehicles, widespread
pesticide use, climate change and
destruction of nest sites.The bank
swallow (Riparia riparia) is yellow-listed
in BC and is classified as threatened
federally, under the Species at Risk Act.
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Prior to European settlement, barn
swallow’s nesting habitat was associated
with natural features such as holes,
caves, crevices and ledges on rocky cliff
faces. Since European settlement, barn
swallows have largely shifted their habitat
preference to human-made structures,
such as bridges, buildings and ledges,
although they do still nest in natural
habitats too. Their population has
declined by 76% over a 40 year period in
Canada.

The barn swallow (Hirundo rustica) is a
blue-listed species in BC and is classified
as threatened federally, under the Species
at Risk Act.
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